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FORMER PRESIDENT CHANDRIKA KUMARATUNGA 

LTTE POSITIONS ATTACKED EVEN DURING THE TALKS 
BBC Sinhala service, 19 Februaru 2008  

 

.......When questioned that the current government did not attack the LTTE positions until after the 
repeated provocations by the LTTE including the attempted assassination of the Army Commander, Mrs. 
Kumaratunga said that was not true. The Rajapaksa administration, she said, attacked LTTE 
positions even during the talks between the parties.  
(Excerpt http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2008/02/080219_chand rika_vijaya.shtml ) 

 
* * * * * 

 
LTTE HAD PULLED OUT, IT HAD BEEN SIDELINED 

ANDREW LOVE (LABOUR, MP FOR EDMONTON) 
 

 ñ............ Almost immediately after the ceasefire agreement in 2002, despite six rounds of talks that 
seemed to be very positive ð the LTTE discussed prisoner exchanges and was going to drop the idea 
of an independent state ð by 2003 the LTTE had pulled out, suggesting that it had been sidelined. 
That resulted in a serious loss of momentum.ò said in the House of Commons on 2 May 2007 . (Excerpt) 

 
* * * * * 

 
GOVERNMENT HAVE EMPLOYED DELAYING TACTICS 

JEREMY CORBYN, (LABOUR, MP FOR ISLINGTON NORTH) 
 
 

ñ...... There seems to have been a long period in which the Sri Lankan Government have employed 
delaying tactics....ò  said in the House of Commons on 17 January 2008. (Excerpt) 

 
* * * * * 

 
AFTER 30 YEARS OF CIVIL WAR, UN MUST BE REPRESENTED  

SIMON HUGHES, (LIBERAL DEMOCRAT, MP FOR NORTH SOUTHWARK & BERMONDSEY) 
ñI have to say that without international adjudication and verification, the Sri Lankan Government will not 
be regarded as acceptable. I understand the arguments about sovereignty, but if they are trying to win 
credibility in the world after 30 years of civil war, the UN must be represented in the country and able to go 
about its business there. The Sri Lankan Government must change their view on that.ò said in the House 
of Commons on 17 January 2008. (Excerpt) 
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3 March 2008 

The President 
Members and Delegates 
7th Session ï UN Human Rights Council 
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
  
Distinguished Sirs / Mesdames, 
  
Since the establishment of our organisation in 1990, we have been bringing our concerns regarding the situation in Sri Lanka to 
all UN Human Rights forums. 

 
We wish to place before your esteemed honors our report on the violations of human rights and denial of 
fundamental freedoms perpetrated on innocent Tamil civilians in the North and East by long years of war and military 
occupation.The human rights situation has been deteriorating there for many long years. Cultural and mandated 
genocide, multiple displacements, a systematic economic embargo and impunity are all very serious problems.  
 
On a daily basis, over a hundred Tamils are being arrested and detained. The security forces and paramilitaries are 
given a free hand to abduct, arrest, rape and carry out arbitrary killings. Aerial bombing and artillery attacks on the 
civilian population are causing severe problems in the North. 
 
The situation of the Internally Displaced People (IDPs) in the North East remains critical. Press freedom and freedom 
of expression are in peril in Sri Lanka. Journalists are arrested, tortured, abducted, disappeared and killed over-night. 
International human rights law and international humanitarian law are being massively violated by Sri Lanka.  
 
Misinformation is disseminated locally and internationally by the Sri Lankan government, to distort the real 
picture of what is happening in Sri Lanka.  
 
Sirs / Mesdames, the reports of UN Special rapporteurs, UN Working groups and many statements by international 
NGOs to this august forum, clearly indicate that there is imminent danger in Sri Lanka!   
 
According to article one of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights-ICCPR and International Covenant 
on Economic and Social and Cultural Rights-ICESCR, the demand to exercise their right to self-determination is the 
birth right of the Tamil-speaking people.  
 
In free and fair elections held in July 1977, the Tamil people overwhelmingly voted to establish and exercise their  
ñRight to Self-determinationò in the North East. It is surprising, that this democratic mandate is continuously ignored 
by Sri Lanka and also by the international community. 
  
After all parliamentary and non-violent methods had been exhausted an armed struggle started. For the last twenty 
five years, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam - LTTE has been engaged in thiss armed struggle with the support of 
the Tamils, in exercise of the right to self-determination in the Tamil hereditary regions. Presently there is a de-facto 
government under the LTTE administration. It has been in existence for nearly 18 years and it has its own 
infrastructures -  Tamil Eelam police and judiciary; banking and educational institutions, as well as welfare centres for 
children, disabled people, elders and war victims and various other institutions. 
 
This January 2008, Sri Lanka withdrew from the Ceasefire Agreement-CFA between the government of Sri Lanka 
and the LTTE that was signed in February 2002. Even while the CFA was in place, most of its articles were never 
implemented by the government of Sri Lanka. Significantly, the government did not disarm paramilitaries (contrary to 
stipulation in article 1.8), people continued to be harassed at checkpoints (article 2.1 and 2.5);  temples, churches 
and schools remained  occupied by the Sri Lankan army (article 2.2, 2.3), displaced people remained in their camps, 
deliberate High Security Zones were created and freedom of movement was denied. Furthermore the fishermen 
(article 2.11) in the North East continued to be constantly harassed and intimidated by Sri Lanka Navy and armed 
forces. 
 
Sirs / Mesdames, members and delegates will be aware that in October 2006, Diplomats of the European Union took 
the initiative and Finland as the holder of the EU presidency tabled a ñdraft decision 2006/.....ò (A/HRC/2/L.37) on Sri 
Lanka. Unfortunately, as anticipated by many, this was unsuccessful in earlier sessions. We fervently hope it will be 
successful during the current session. We urgently appeal to you and other distinguished delegates to seriously 
consider all available mechanisms to ensure rigorous and timely international scrutiny.  

 
In addition, we urge this session to take immediate steps and prompt action to alleviate the humanitarian catastrophe 
that is being deliberately inflicted by the government of Sri Lanka on civilians in the North East. 
 
Yours sincerely 
S. V. Kirubaharan 
General Secretary      3 



 
 

GOVERNMENT MINISTER SAYS SOLUTION TO CONFLICT A MOCKERY 
 
Daily Mirror, 26 January 2008 - Up Country Peopleôs Front leader and Minister P. Chandrasekaran has refused to 
accept the 13th Amendment to the Constitution as a solution to the conflict terming it as a mockery saying it 
disregards the aspirations of the Tamil People.  
 
ñIf the, proposed implementation of the 13th Amendment is to be considered as the solution to the ethnic crisis, then 
the long battle fought since the 13th Amendment was introduced and the discussions conducted in that connection 
among the political parties will have to be discarded as meaningless,ò the UPF leader whose party is an ally of the 
government said  
 
Mr. Chandrasekaran said the 13th Amendment which was introduced in 1987 had been rejected 20 years ago as 
falling short of the aspirations of the Tamil People and subsequently it was emphasized that a credible political 
solution which would guarantee the rights of the Tamil people must be worked out.  
 
ñThis was the reason why the provincial council system introduced for the North and East of the country was not 
accepted. In this backdrop the same provincial council system being put forward once again as a solution to the 
ethnic issue, will be a mockery,ò he said.  
 
Minister Chandrasekeran said the bifurcating of the North and East as separate units with the East as a single 
province was pointless and added that taking a unilateral decision on the appointment of an interim administrative 
structure would only antagonize the Tamil community even more.  
 
ñFurther by keeping the LTTE away from all these activities can practically bring no results 

 

13TH AMENDMENT HAS RISEN FROM THE ASHES 
 
The Sunday Leader, 10 February 2008 - Although the 13th Amendment - an offshoot of the Indo-Lanka Peace 
Accord of 1987, has now been reduced to a dusty, orphaned document, it remains the only agreement that binds the 
LTTE as much as it does the Sri Lankan government to devolve power from the centre.  
 
At the time of its introduction, it was rejected as being flawed by Tamil political parties, the main opposition SLFP and 
the JVP. Once again, the 13th Amendment has risen from the ashes to the cry of a resounding 'nay' from the Tamil 
political parties, who refuse to accept it even as a basis for talks.  
 
It is strange however that the JVP too rejects it, having weaselled their way into the provincial councils through the 
mid 1990s, where they currently bear the fruits of the council's mere existence. The JVP in fact has threatened to 
topple the government if the President proceeds to implement the 13th Amendment. (Excerpt) 

 

KILLINGS BY THE JVP DURING 1987-1992 OVER THE 13TH AMENDMENT 
(Excerpt ï The Sunday Leader, 10 February 2008) 

 

Buddhist monks -   30    Catholic priests -  02  
Police officers -   342    Army personnel -  209  
Public servants -  487    School principals- 50  
Lawyers -  10    Engineers - 03  
University professors - 02    Media personnel- 04  
Doctors -   04    Gramarakshakas- 98  
Estate Superintendents - 18    UNP supporters - 1,735  
SLFP supporters -  102    Politicians-   06  
Reputed business persons-  06    Trade union leaders 27  
Other political killings - 2,892  
Elected representatives -  64  
Family members of army personnel - 69  
Family members of police personnel - 93  
Suspected as government informants - 260  
United Socialist Front supporters -  64  

Total - 6,577  
(Source: Government Intelligence Reports) 
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PROPERTY DESTROYED BY THE JVP  
 
 
CTB buses -   613   CTB depots -   16  

Trains  -   16   Railway stations-   24  

Tea factories -   73   Grama Niladhari offices - 294  

District Secretariat offices- 79   Post offices  - 680  

Agriculture service centres- 103   Schools  -   08  

Co-operative shops - 16  

(Source: Government Intelligence Reports) 
 
 

BIRTH OF BANGLADESH 
USA, PAKISTAN, INDIA AND CEYLON (SRI LANKA) 

  
WASHINGTON, MARCH 6, 1971, 11:40 A.M.-12:20 P.M. 

MINUTES OF SENIOR REVIEW GROUP MEETING/1/ 
SUBJECT  - Pakistan  
PARTICIPATION ï Chairman: Henry A. Kissinger  
State :   U. Alexis Johnson, Christopher Van Hollen, William Spengler, Thomas Thornton  
Defense:  James S. Noyes, Brig. Gen. Devol Brett  
CIA :   Richard Helms, David H. Blee  
JCS :   Vice Adm. John Weinel, Col. James Connell  
NSC Staff :  Col. Richard Kennedy, Harold Saunders, Samuel Hoskinson, Jeanne W. Davis  
  
SUMMARY OF DECISIONS  
 
It was agreed to:  
ð discuss the situation with the British to see if they would take the lead in an approach to West Pakistan to 

discourage the use of force, if it should become necessary;  
ð advise our missions at Dacca and Islamabad of our thinking and instruct Dacca, if they receive an approach 

from Mujib on recognition of a separate East Pakistan regime, to say nothing and refer it to Washington;  
ð consult by telephone on Sunday, March 7 following word on Mujibôs speech.2 

 
 Mr. Van Hollen: There are three possibilities for Mujib tomorrow: a unilateral declaration of independence; 
something just short of that-possibly a suggestion for two separate constitutions; or acceptance of Yahya's proposal 
that the National Assembly meet on March 25.  
  
Mr. Kissinger: What would be the motive for a declaration of independence?  
  
Mr. Van Hollen: There has been movement in East Pakistan in that direction which was intensified by Yahya's 
postponement of the National Assembly meeting that was scheduled for last Wednesday./7/ Also, they have 
interpreted Yahya's speech yesterday as being particularly hardline, blaming Mujib for the situation and threatening 
the use of force.  
  
Mr. Helms: To coin a phrase, Yahya's attitude is that he did not become President of Pakistan to preside over the 
dissolution of the Pakistan state.  
  
Mr. Kissinger: What force do they have?  
Mr. Helms: 20,000 troops.  
Mr. Kissinger: Would East Pakistan resist? What is their population?  
  
Mr. Johnson: 75 million, and they would resist. Also, West Pakistan would not be allowed to overfly India.  

 
Mr. Kissinger: It would be impossible. They would have to reinforce by ship.  
  
Mr. Johnson: They have some C-130's which could fly around India by refueling in CEYLON.  
  
Mr. Kissinger: CEYLON wouldn't let them, would they?  
  
Mr. Van Hollen: They do it now, but they might not if circumstances should change.  
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Mr. Noyes: India would put pressure on Ceylon to refuse.  
Mr. Johnson: They could use their jet transports.  
Mr. Noyes: They have 15,000 troops in Dacca.  
Mr. Kissinger: You mean 15,000 of their 20,000 troops are in Dacca? They might just want to hold Dacca.  
  
Mr. Van Hollen: It would depend on the West Pakistan reaction. It would probably buy us time. Something short of a 
unilateral declaration of independence might be accepted by West Pakistan. In that event, they would not use force.  
  
Mr. Kissinger: In any event, that's not our problem. If West Pakistan accepts a solution in which each part conducts 
its own foreign relations, we would go along. If West Pakistan doesn't accept such a solution, we will have to 
decide whether to go along and grant recognition to East Pakistan. There would be no need for us to take a 
stand on autonomy. If they declare independence, we face the recognition question. If autonomy is rejected, we face 
the problem of our positions on the use of force. In other words, we have to face the question on the use of force in 
independence and autonomy. We face the problem of recognition only if they declare independence. Is that a fair 
statement? What are your views on this?  
  
Mr. Johnson: On autonomy, if West Pakistan does not accept that solution and seeks to use force, I think we would 
want to discourage the use of force. We would do the same in the event of a unilateral declaration of 
independence.  
  
Mr. Kissinger: What would we do to discourage the use of force? Tell Yahya we don't favor it?  
  
Mr. Johnson: We would first go to the British to try to get them to take the lead. We shouldn't take the lead.  
  
Mr. Kissinger: Intervention would almost certainly be self-defeating.  
Mr. Van Hollen: Another reason for our not taking the lead is that West Pakistan is very suspicious that we are 
supporting a separate East Pakistan state. If we tell Yahya to call off the use of force, it will merely fuel this 
suspicion.  
Mr. Kissinger: The President will be very reluctant to do anything that Yahya could interpret as a personal affront. 
When we talk about trying to discourage West Pakistan intervention, we mean try to get another country with a 
history of concern in the area to do it. Would they do it in both our names?  
Mr. Johnson: It would be most unwise to do anything to prejudice our relations with Yahya. To whatever degree he 
remains and has power, we should do what we can to help him.  
Mr. Kissinger: Would it make any difference if we suggested to West Pakistan that the use of force would be 
unwise? You understand I don't mind having another country taking the rap.  
Mr. Johnson: When we say "discourage" or "participate in discouraging" we don't mean pound the table and tell 
them they can't do it. We mean discuss it with them.  
 
Mr. Kissinger: If we could go in mildly as a friend to say we think it's a bad idea, it wouldn't be so bad. But if the 
country is breaking up, they won't be likely to receive such a message calmly. If we can get the British to do it, I 
wish them well!  
Mr. Johnson: There has been no decision on our part to do anything. This is the purpose of our talks with the British.  
Mr. Kissinger: It is essential that we discuss this with the British.  
  
Mr. Van Hollen: The British may be very reluctant to do anything. It does have some advantages, though, because 
the Pakistanis are not as suspicious of the British as they are of us and the British odor in Pakistan is not bad 
now because of their attitude toward the recent hijacking.  
  
Mr. Kissinger: Alex (Johnson) will talk to the British and we will all consult tomorrow-unless, of course, Mujib's 
speech is conciliatory. What if they declare their independence? Will we get an immediate recognition request?  
 
Mr. Johnson: Probably, but we don't have to rush. We can see what Mujib says in his approach to us. We shouldn't 
be the first to recognize. We will want to consult with the British first since they have interests in both East and West 
Pakistan.  
  
Mr. Van Hollen: The Japanese do too; also, possibly the West Germans and the French.  
Mr. Johnson: We will want to recognize eventually but not be the first.  
Mr. Kissinger: Option 3/9/ suggests we consult with the Indians in case a military situation develops. I wonder 
whether we should do that. I can see that, if there is a threat of Indian military intervention, we might wish to advise 
them that we think it unwise.  
Mr. Van Hollen: The prospect of Indian intervention is very slim in the early stages.  
  
Source: Document 6, volume XI, South Asia crisis 1971, Department of State. 
(Excerpt Page 37-45) http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/45587.pdf 
Bangladesh Independence on 16 December 1971    
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ETHNIC CLEANSING / COLONISATION 
  

The following statistics show how the Sri Lankan governments and their destructive agents plundered and robbed 
50% of the ancestral lands of the Tamils of the Island of Sri Lanka. The author of this report is Mr K. 
Sachithanandan. He was a lecturer at the University of Jaffna and adviser to the United Nations on Food and 
Agriculture in twenty-three countries. He was also appointed as a research officer in the Fisheries Corporation in 
Colombo. (Report dated 1990) 
  

Since 1827 - Tamil and Sinhala populations in the Eastern province 
(Table is shown on a language basis) 

  
                Tamil   Sinhala 

Year    Speaking  Speaking 
1827    99.24%   0.53% 
1881    93.82%   4.66% 
1891    93.89%   5.06% 
1901    91.8%   5.05% 
1911    93.4%    3.76% 
1921    93.95%   4.53% 
1946    87.8%   9.87% 
1953    85.5%   13.11% 
1963    79.25%   19.9% 
1971    78.61%   20.7% 
1981    74.4%    24.92% 

  
Tamil and Sinhala populations in Trincomalee District, Batticaloa District* (Until 1963 it includes Amparai 

within Batticaloa district) & Amparai District (created in 1963) 
 

YEAR Trincomalee District Batticaloa District Amparai District 

  Tamil Sinhala Tamil Sinhala Tamil Sinhala 

1827 98.45% 1.53% 99.62% 0.00% --- --- 

1881 90.72% 4.21% 93.27% 4.75% --- --- 

1891 91.44% 4.3% 93.2% 5.21% --- --- 

1901 89.04% 4.22% 92.34% 5.21% --- --- 

1911 90.54% 3.82% 92.95% 3.74% --- --- 

1921 92.13% 4.38% 93.12% 4.56% --- --- 

1946 75.09% 20.68% 92.55% 5.83% --- --- 

1953 78.8% 18.22% 87.64% 11.52% --- --- 

1963 79.25% 19.9% 95.6%* 3.35% 70.22% 29.34% 

1971 70.2% 28.8% 94.49% 4.49% 69.47% 30.18% 

1981 65.38% 33.62% 95.95% 3.21% 62.03% 37.64 

(http://www.tchr.net/colanization.htm) 
 
 In 1833 the Colebrook-Cameron Commission allocated approximately 26,500 sq.km as the Tamil Peopleôs Ancestral 
Motherland. 
  
In 1901 when the nine provinces came into being, the Tamil administration of the Northern and Eastern Provinces 
measured approximately 19,100 sq.km Due to some of the area being incorporated into the Sinhalese provinces the 
Tamil area had been reduced by approximately 7,500 sq.km. 
  
After 1948 the governmentôs settlement plan deprived the Tamils of 7,000 sq.km. in the Eastern Province and 500 
sq.km. in the Northern Province. Although the Tamils protested, the Colombo administration ignored the Tamils and 
settled Sinhalese in these regions. 
  
Approximately 7,500 sq.km of Tamil land was plundered by the Sinhala Governmentôs Demarcation and 
Resettlement Plan when it came into operation. This has been taking place over the last forty years. 
  
Before 1833, 25% of Tamil speaking people occupied 35% of land, which was in their administration as Tamil 
ancestral homeland. In 1901 this area shrunk from 35% to 29%.  
  
Within 162 years the Sinhalese government under its crafty Demarcation and Resettlement Plan has plundered 50% 
of the Tamil ancestral homeland and is still attempting to colonise more and more! 
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DISPLACED TAMILS DURING COMMUNAL RIOTS : 
 
Year  No. of refugees   Year No. of  refugees 
1956  3000     1958 35,000 
1977  15000     1981 5000 
1983  250,000 

óSINHALISATION OF EASTô 
by M. I. M. Mohideen  

 
The Island, 27 December 2007 - Facts and figures about population growth will help to illustrate how demography 
patterns have been unnaturally altered or distorted through state aided colonisation, demarcation of new political and 
administrative units and accelerated irrigation schemes in the Eastern Province. 
 
  Trincomalee Batticaloa Amparai Eastern 
  District  District  District  Province 
 
Tamils  93,510  238,216 79,725  411,451 
  (39.78%) (72.59%) (20.57%) (42.42%) 
 
Muslims 74,403  79,317  116,481 315,201 
  (29.26%) (24.17%) (41.66%) (32.49%) 
 
Sinhalese 89,341  10,646  146,371 243,358 
  (33.96%) (3.24%)  (37.77%) (25.09%) 
 
Total  245,250 328,170 387,577 978,010 
 
The Eastern Province is 3,839 sq. miles in extent. Originally Trincomalee - 1,016 sq. miles and Batticaloa  - 2,823 sq. 
miles were the districts in this province. According to the 1921 census, the Sinhalese were 3% of the population in 
the Trincomalee District and 4.5% in the combined Batticaloa and Amparai District. The Sinhalese were less than 4% 
in the whole Eastern Province. 
 
The Batticaloa District was divided into the present Amparai District - 1,775 sq. miles and Batticaloa District - 1,048 
sq. miles in 1961.  
 
Population Increase between 1949 and 1981. 
 
Tamil population increased from 136,059 to 411,451 - 302%, Muslim population increased from 109,024 to 315,201 - 
289%, Sinhalese population increased from 27,556 to 243,358 - 883%. The National average increase of Sinhalese 
during this period is only 238%. The sudden increase of Sinhala population is the result of Government planned 
Sinhala Colonisation in Gal-oya, Pannal-oya, and Ambalam-oya in Amparai District, and Kanthalai, Allai, Morawewa, 
Muthalikkulam, Pathaviya (Part), and Mahadiuluwewa schemes in Trincomalee District. (Excerpt) 
 
 

TAMIL-SINHALA POPULATION IN PUTTALAM DISTRICT 
            Increase of 
   Tamil     Sinhalese   Sinhalese 
  1953  1971   1953  1971 
 

Puttalam 9,010  30,994   31,587  309,298  277,711 

 
Source : Memorandum of the Ceylon Institute for National and Tamil Affairs 
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INTERNATIONAL OPINION  
 

SRI LANKA ï óTHE COUNTRY WILL NEVER BE PUT TOGETHER AGAIN' 
FOUNDING FATHER AND FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF SINGAPORE LEE KUAN YEW 

 
Lee Kuan Yew: the Man and His Ideas is the title of a book published in Singapore in 1998. Written by three Straits 
Times journalists Han Fook Kwang Warren Fernandez and Sumiko Tan, the book carries fresh interviews with Lee 
Kuan Yew on the events that shaped his life and the way he governed Singapore. 
 
Now in his graying years - he is 74 now - the founding father of Singapore is regarded as virtually a national 
institution at home. In transforming a busy ramshackle port city on a resourceless island into a prosperous multi-
lingual nation, he created a model for other developing countries. He left the premiership in 1990 and assumed the 
role of , senior minister, but wields as much prestige and influence today as he did while holding office, a distinction 
rarely earned by any politician in any other country. 
 
In talking of Sri Lanka, this is what Lee Kuan Yew says: -  
 
'We have got to live with the consequences of our actions and we are responsible for our own people and we take 
the right decisions for them. You look at the old Philippines. The old Ceylon. The old East Pakistan and several 
others. I have been to these countries and places. When 1 went to Colombo for the first time in 1956 it was a better 
city than Singapore because Singapore had three and a half years of Japanese occupation and Colombo was the 
centre or HQ of Mountbatten's Southeast Asia command.  
 
And they had sterling reserves. They had two Universities. Before the war, a thick layer of educated talent So if you 
believe what American liberals or British liberals used to say, then it ought to have flourished. But it didn't.  
 
One-man one-vote led to the domination of the Sinhalese majority over the minority Tamils who were the active and 
intelligent fellows who worked hard and got themselves penalised. And English was out. They were educated in 
English. Sinhalese was in. They got quotas in two universities and now they have become fanatical Tigers. And the 
country will never be put together again.  
 
Somebody should have told them - change the system, loosen up, or break off. And looking back, I think the Tunku 
was wise. (The reference is to Tunku Abdul Rahman the Malaysian Prime Minister under whose rule Singapore 
separated from Malaysia). I offered a loosening up of the system. He said: 'Clean cut, go your way'. Had we stayed 
in, and I look at Colombo and Ceylon, I mean changing names, sometimes maybe you deceive the gods, but I don't 
think you are deceiving the people who live in them. !t makes no great difference to the tragedy that is being 
enacted. They failed because they had weak or wrong leaders '. 
http://lifestyle.monstersandcritics.com/travel/features/article_1207597.php/A_lofty_palace_and_a_Buddhas_
tooth_Sri_Lanka_beyond_the_beaches 
 
 

TAMIL STATEHOOD 
By Bruce Fein* 

(former Associate Deputy Attorney General of the USA) 
 
The Washington Times, January 29, 2008 - Applying the ñself-evidentò truths celebrated in the Declaration of 
Independence, the United States should recognize the right of Sri Lankaôs long oppressed Tamil people to 
independent statehood from the racial supremacist Sinhalese.  To deny the statehood rightðsought by the Tamil 
people since 1976--would mark one of the United Statesô most ill-conceived hours.  Double standards beget enmity 
or contempt, a steep price even for a superpower. 
 
To borrow from the Declaration, let facts be submitted to a candid world. 
 
In 1948, Sri Lanka achieved nationhood from British colonial rule with a population of approximately 10 million.  The 
commanding majority were Buddhist-Sinhalese.  A Hindu-Tamil minority approximated 2 million.  Immediately upon 
independence, the Sinhalese denied citizenship and disenfranchised a staggering one million Tamils, which reduced 
them to a politically impotent ink blot.  There has never been a Tamil President, Prime Minister, or head of the 
military.  In the last two years, four Tamil parliamentarians under the ostensible protection of the Government of Sri 
Lanka (GOSL) have been assassinated.   Sri Lankaôs signature became predation, repression, and state sponsored 
race riots against Tamils, the first organized on May 27, 1958.   
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Take the grim fate of Tamil Jayantha Gnanakone, whose story speaks for all Tamils. Beginning in 1958, his familyôs 
businesses were thrice looted and burnt by Sinhalese while police and fire fighters played spectator.  His best friend 
was burned alive; and, Jayantha was forced to flee to the United States for safety.  No prosecutions were 

 
forthcoming nor compensation paid.  As an international airline pilot, Jayanthaôs career was stymied for balking at 
aping the Sinhalese.  His shipping and transport business was crippled by the GOSL for protesting Tamil 
subjugation; and, the Parliament concocted allegations that he was smuggling drugs and guns.  The GOSL similarly 
manufactured a criminal charge against Jayanthaôs mother, likening her to Colombiaôs notorious Pablo Escobar.  
She died of a heart attack in her home caused by stress during the appeal of her conviction and life sentence.  In 
2005, Jayanthaôs brother was arrested and falsely accused of complicity in the assassination of Sri Lankaôs foreign 
minister.  Jayanthaôs homes have been regularly raided and ransacked by the police or military without warrants.  His 
wife was arrested in 2000 on suspicion of assisting the Tamil Tigers.  Even his minor children, who are United States 
citizens, have been threatened with arrest on more than one occasion while visiting Sri Lanka.    
                 
The 1958 Sinhalese Only Act was a landmark in the history of Tamil oppression.  It generally excluded or 
handicapped Tamils in public or private employment, education, housing, or welfare.  Roads, schools, hospitals, and 
public utilities were short-changed in Tamil areas, which reflected a Sinhalese policy of ñseparate and unequalò that 
has persisted for 50 years.  Budget revenues have been spent exclusively on Sinhala and Muslim areas; and, only 
three industriesðcement, chemicals, and paper-- were founded in the Tamil region, and they have been shuttered 
for two decades.    

 
In 1961, Tamils began a non-violent, Gandhi-like protest in favor of regional autonomy.  The Sinhalese government 
answered with assaults on the demonstrators; mass arrests; detentions of Tamil members of Parliament; torture; 
and, shootings.  The fire hoses and cattle prods employed by white policemen in the United States against civil rights 
demonstrators in the 1960s were gentle in comparison. 
  
In 1978, then Prime Minister Junius Jayewardene unilaterally re-wrote the Sri Lankan constitution to the exclusion of 
Tamil representatives.  It created an omnipotent presidency, an office which President Jayewardene employed to 
enact the 1979 Prevention of Terrorism Act.  The law enables the Sinhalese police to arrest, search, or punish any 
Tamil who might question Sinhalese supremacy without judicial review or supervision.  
 
In 1983, the Sinhalese government originated raced riots that culminated in the slaughter of 4,000 Tamils.  No 
prosecutions were brought against the Sinhalese culprits.  No Tamil was compensated.  Crimes of violence against 
Tamils by Sinhalese are never pursued, reminiscent of black lynchings in the United States during Jim Crow. 
 
Tamils cannot resort to Sri Lankan courts for protection.  There is no parallel to the United States Supreme Court 
decision in Brown v. Board of Education (1954).  In 1970, for example, the GOSL inaugurated a system of 
standardization which required Tamil students seeking college admission to score substantially higher marks than 
Sinhalese applicants. 
 
This abbreviated chronicle of Sri Lankaôs persecution of the Tamil people easily justifies Tamil statehood, with 
boundaries to be negotiated.  The Declaration of Independence proclaims:  ñ[W]hen a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a design to reduce [a people] under absolute Despotism, it 
is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.ò    The 
Canadian Supreme Court in re Secession of Quebec (1998) elaborated that a right to secession may arise 
whenever a government flouts its obligation to represent ñthe whole people belonging to the territory without 
distinction of any kind.ò  Tamils have been treated as third-class citizens for half a century.   
 
Last Friday, the Sri Lankan Ambassador to the United States, Bernard Goonetilleke, sported with facts in likening the 
persecuted Tamils to the Confederate States of America.  The Confederacy dominated the Congress and the White 
House for decades before 1860.  The institution of slavery had been fortified by the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, and the Supreme Courtôs decision in Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857) protecting 
slaveholders in Free States.    The Civil War erupted when the Confederacy fired on Fort Sumter, not because of 
Union aggression.  Is it any wonder that an ambassador has been defined as an honest man sent abroad to lie for 
his country? 
 
President George W. Bush should not tarry in urging the GOSL to recognize Tamil statehood and to negotiate 
boundaries.           
 
* Bruce Fein is a lawyer for Tamils For Justice and Chairman of the American Freedom Agenda. 
(Courtesy - www.tamilsforjustice.org) 
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'YOU CAN'T LUMP ALL TERRORISTS TOGETHER' 
-- SENATOR HILLARY CLINTON 

 
Hillary Clintonôs interview with Michael Tomasky-UK Guardian - Tuesday 23 October  2007 

 
Yeah. Do you think that the terrorists hate us for our freedoms, or do you think they have specific 
geopolitical objectives?  
 
Well, I believe that terrorism is a tool that has been utilized throughout history to achieve certain objectives. Some 
have been ideological, others territorial. There are personality-driven terroristic objectives. The bottom line is, you 
can't lump all terrorists together. And I think we've got to do a much better job of clarifying what are the motivations, 
the raisons d'être of terrorists. I mean, what the Tamil Tigers are fighting for in Sri Lanka, or the Basque separatists 
in Spain, or the insurgents in al-Anbar province may only be connected by tactics. They may not share all that much 
in terms of what is the philosophical or ideological underpinning. And I think one of our mistakes has been painting 
with such a broad brush, which has not been particularly helpful in understanding what it is we were up against when 
it comes to those who pursue terrorism for whichever ends they're seeking. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uselections08/hillaryclinton/story/0,,2197197,00.html 

 

OBAMA CALLS SRI LANKA'S CIVIL WAR VICIOUS 
 
News Post India, 8 January 2008 -  The Sri Lankan ethnic issue has entered the US presidential campaign with 
Democratic Party contender Barack Obama saying that the conflict in the island is a 'vicious civil war'. 
 
In an interview to candidates@google, Obama said that conflicts, such as those in Sri Lanka and Northern Ireland, 
stemmed from the inability of people to accommodate others who were not like them. 
 
'The problem of the 21st century is the problem of the other,' he said. 
 
The problem of 'the other' also afflicted the US, where there was a race issue, he said. 
 
Speaking about Sri Lanka, he said that a 'vicious civil war' raged in that country even though 'everybody there looks 
exactly the same'. 
 
Late last year, another Democratic presidential candidate, Hillary Clinton, had told a leading British newspaper that 
she would like a more 'nuanced' approach to armed non-state actors who were routinely dubbed as terrorists in the 
current war on terror. 
 
Some of these groups needed to be viewed differently, she said, and mentioned the Tamil Tigers as one group that 
deserved such consideration. 
 
In his interview to candidate@google, Obama spoke about the 'climate of fear' that President George W. Bush's war 
on terror was creating in the US. 
 
'Part of my job as the next president is to break the fever of fear that has been exploited by this administration. We 
are told to be afraid of terrorists, immigrants and each other. 
 
'This becomes the means by which our civil liberties are subverted and our values are distorted,' he said. 
 
'We should show a willingness to speak to our adversaries,' Obama said and quoted the late US president John F. 
Kennedy who said: 'We should never negotiate out of fear but we should not fear to negotiate.' 
 
'The notion that not talking to leaders we don't like makes us look tough is fundamentally flawed. It makes us look 
arrogant and sends a message to the world that we are not listening,' Obama said. 
 
His approach to Iran would be different from that of Bush. He would talk to Iran to find 'common ground.' 
 
Obama pointed out that the Bush administration had 'repeatedly rebuffed' gestures from Iran that might have allowed 
for some resolution of the conflicts in a non-military way. 

http://newspostindia.com/report-30168 
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SOVEREIGNTY SHOULD BE FIRSTLY ABOUT  
RESPONSIBILITY RATHER THAN POWER 
BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER DOMINICK CHILCOTT 

 
(Excerpts from the British High Commissioner Dominick Chilcott speech on 10 December 2007.  The lecture 
was titled "A new diplomacy for a new century". 
 
..... Of course, it is not easy to speak out against corruption, graft and the lowering of standards of public life. It takes 
courage. Many people feel that the space within civil society to express dissenting views is under great pressure. 
One of the unintended, but nonetheless, observable effects of the resurgence of the internal conflict has been to 
polarise society. There is a tendency to put people into one of two camps ï either one is an uncritical supporter of 
the military campaign against the LTTE or oneôs loyalty to the Sri Lankan state is considered suspect. 
  
Thatôs a dangerously false dichotomy. There are a million shades of grey (and many other colours) between the 
black and white over-simplification of being pro-war or pro-LTTE. Traditionally it is people of liberal views who are in 
the vanguard of speaking up for those intermediate colours. Let their voices be heard. 
  
There is one other aspect of Dudley Senanayakeôs life that I wish to mention, the agreement he signed with the 
moderate Tamil leadership in 1965. This agreement addressed three key issues for the minorities: language, 
devolution and land. It was an agreement that could have re-enfranchised the Tamil-speaking minorities. Dudley 
Senanayakeôs failure to muster sufficient support for it in the South had tragic consequences for the 
country. Had it been implemented, it is quite possible that Sri Lanka today would have been a vibrant, 
prosperous, multi-ethnic country at peace with itself. 
  
This episode showed Dudley Senanayakeôs strength and weakness. He had the insight to understand what 
was needed to reach an accommodation with the minorities. But he did not have the political skills or 
muscle to convince his fellow Sinhalese. 
  
...... In a less extreme way, internal events in Sri Lanka affect Britain. The conflict here makes waves in the UK. For 
example, as the conflict worsens, we get more asylum seekers from Sri Lanka. It becomes more difficult to manage 
the movement of people between our countries. More Sri Lankans try to get into the UK illegally. The numbers of 
those overstaying their visa also increases. 
  
..... Those who argue for the inviolability of the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of a country are 
swimming against the tide of history. In the last 50 years, states have voluntarily bound themselves together in a net 
of international treaties and conventions covering even the most sensitive internal issues, such as human rights. 
  
.....Treaties are agreements made between States: and human rights treaties are like any others in this respect. A 
State's obligations under human rights treaties are owed not only to the individuals present in the State's territory but 
also to all other States Parties to those treaties. As both the UK and Sri Lanka, for example, are party to all six of the 
core UN human rights treaties, in the hypothetical case that either the UK or Sri Lanka failed to comply with any of 
the provisions of those treaties, it would be in breach of obligations owed to the other country (and to the other 
States Parties to the treaties concerned). Sri Lanka or the UK would then be well within its rights, according to the 
Vienna Convention, to take action to defend its interests in seeing those human rights standards upheld in the other 
country. 
  
.... The idea of the responsibility to protect emerged from work carried out by the International Commission on 
Intervention and State Sovereignty. The authors argued that sovereignty needed to be reassessed in light of todayôs 
greater sense of the commonality of humankind. Sovereignty should be firstly about responsibility rather than 
power. 
  
..... In the relatively short time Iôve lived in Sri Lanka, Iôve learned that making predictions about the future is a mugôs 
game. There is always a surprise around the corner. Each week seems to be absolutely critical to the future of the 
country. And yet issues that seemed so important last week are quickly forgotten as people and politicians get 
caught up in this weekôs crisis. But paradoxically, despite all the political fireworks and scandals and controversy and 
crises, little seems to change. 
 
...... This year, Prabhakaranôs Heroesô Day speech was critical of the international community for not putting more 
pressure on the government over its share of responsibility for the suffering of the Tamil people in the conflict. It is 
not a baseless charge. But Prabhakaran conveniently ignored the international communityôs wish to see movement 
from the LTTE on the key issues of democratisation and the pursuit of political goals through non-violent means. 
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.... Let me be clear. I am not saying that the political aspiration for Eelam is illegitimate, any more than I would 
argue that the Scottish National Partyôs goal of an independent Scotland is illegitimate. Similarly, I see nothing 
illegitimate in some crackpot demanding that Yorkshire or some other English county should become an independent 
state. What is crucial, however, is what methods are used by the SNP or the LTTE to achieve their goals. And the 
LTTEôs methods are simply unacceptable. 
  
I cannot tell whether the government armed forces are capable of defeating the LTTE on the battlefield. But Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Northern Ireland and plenty of other conflicts tell us that winning the peace is more difficult than winning 
the war. Without resolving the underlying issues, even if the LTTE are badly beaten in the Wanni, the conflict will 
continue in a different guise. The social and political issues, which caused the alienation of so many Tamils in the 
first place, cannot be left unresolved if there is to be a lasting peace. 
  
...... We shall encourage all parties to look at what worked in Northern Irelandôs peace process. We believe there are 
lessons that apply in Sri Lanka, though we donôt expect the experience of Northern Ireland to be translatable in 
total. 
  
We shall work with our partners in the international community to maintain our constructive engagement with Sri 
Lanka, despite all the frustrations. It is important that the EU and the Commonwealth should have sensible policies 
towards Sri Lanka. (Excerpt) 
  
http://www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=
1196170259582 

 

JAPAN REFUSED TO BRAND THE TAMIL TIGERS AS TERRORISTS 
 
TOKYO (AFP) 31 January 2008 - Japan, Sri Lanka's top donor, warned Thursday it could cut off aid if violence 
continued to escalate but said it hoped to provide long-term support to bring peace.  
 
"We could be forced to review our aid policy if military action keeps escalating, although Sri Lanka wants Japan to 
continue it," Yasushi Akashi, Japan's special peace envoy to the island, told reporters in Tokyo. 
 
Sri Lanka is embroiled in 36 years of conflict since Tamil Tiger rebels launched an armed campaign to carve out an 
independent homeland for minority Tamils in the majority Sinhalese nation. 
 
Colombo on January 2 scrapped a Norwegian-brokered 2002 ceasefire, with had become little more than symbolic 
amid escalating fighting with the rebels, formally known as the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 
 
"Unless the government and the LTTE choose peace, appeals from the outside world, no matter how many are 
made, will fall on deaf ears," Akashi said. 
 
But Akashi, a former UN diplomat and trouble-shooter in Cambodia and Kosovo, said that Japan wanted to stay 
engaged for decades to come. 
 
"Peace should be built over a long timespan through different methods. We should prepare ourselves to look at 
peace-building for 30 years," he said. 
 
Japan provides nearly two-thirds of all international aid to the island but has not linked financial assistance to the 
fighting or to human rights, despite calls from international rights groups. 
 
Japan has also refused to brand the Tamil Tigers as terrorists despite similar prohibitions by the United States, 
European Union and India, which have all been bases for LTTE fundraising. 
 
"By demonising the Tigers and calling them terrorists, they have constrained negotiations," Akashi said. 

 
LIBERATION TIGERS OF TAMIL EELAM óFREEDOM FIGHTERSô 

Osservatore Romano on 11th, 12th and 18th January 2008, 

 
HEMANTHA CORRECTS VATICAN NEWSPAPER ON LTTE - THE ISLAND, 7 FEBRUARY 2008  (Excerpt) 

 
Sri Lankaôs Ambassador to Italy Hemantha Warnakulasuriya has written to the Editor of the Vaticanôs official Italian 
language newspaper óLô Osservatore Romanoô pointing out to him that the LTTE is a terrorist organization and not a 
group of freedom fighters as his newspaper has seen fit to call them. 
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The Ambassadorôs letter addressed to the Editor Giovanni Maria Vian on January 28, 2008 said: 
 
"Dear Sir,  
 
I wish to make reference to the regular news items that appear in your esteemed newspaper with regard to my 
country, Sri Lanka. Just to illustrate, I would cite the news reports in Osservatore Romano on 11th, 12th and 18th 
January 2008, concerning the present situation in Sri Lanka. Though the State of Vatican does not come under my 
jurisdiction and as the paper is published by the Vatican, I did not have the opportunity to read it. Yet, a very 
respected and senior Catholic Priest brought these matters to my attention and I thought it was my bounden duty to 
clarify certain matters in the said news items, so that you would kindly act with circumspect when reporting matters 
relating to the ongoing conflict in Sri Lanka, in future.  
 
"The contents refer to events that are causing so much loss of life (both Sinhalese and Tamil) in the country, 
that I have the honour to represent, giving the incorrect and superficial impression that the LTTE (Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam) is a group of freedom fighters on behalf of the Tamils in the country, operating for the 
liberty of a discriminated minority in Sri Lanka, thereby earning them the sympathy of the readers for their 
cause. Moreover, permit me to point out that your news reporting on the violent situation in my country often tend to 
identify the notorious terrorist group LTTE (which practically consists of some thousands of youngsters who were 
captured when they were young and brain-washed) with the rest of the Tamil citizenry in the country. This is a 
serious distortion mainly because it equates hundreds and thousands of innocent ordinary Tamil citizens with a 
terrorist organization! As a matter of fact, a good number of the recent victims of the LTTE terror are Tamils 
themselves who were branded by the same LTTE as "traitors" simply because they dissented from the LTTE terror 
tactics.  (Excerpt) 
 
 

MILITARILY OVERCOMING LTTE OR KILLING ITS HEAD WOULD NOT SOLVE THE PROBLEM 
RTD. SUPREME COURT JUDGE, JUSTICE C.V. WIGNESWARAN 

 
How stupid would it be to think that militarily overcoming the LTTE or killing its head would solve the ethnic problem 
of Sri Lanka? The LTTE is the offspring of the ethnic problem itself created by the successive mono-ethnic 
parliamentary majority in Sri Lanka. It was State terrorism on their part which created the Liberation Tigers. The 
ethnic problem concerns the denizens of the Northern and Eastern Provinces who had lived in their areas for 
centuries from pre-historic times. True, there were influxes of Tamils at various stages of our history. But the fact that 
right throughout history the Dravidians had occupied the present Northern and Eastern Provinces and even more 
lands surrounding them cannot be disputed. The Buddhist remains in the North are the remnants left by the Demala 
Bauddhayo not anybody else. Buddhism flourished in South India, too, at that period of history. Even though 
students join a College like, say, Royal College from Royal Primary or after passing the Scholarship exam or at the 
level of GCE Ordinary Level or even at some other class they are all called Royalists. You donôt call them by any 
other name. Similarly, whatever may have been the period at which Tamils may have arrived in Sri Lanka, we cannot 
dispute the fact that always the Northern and Eastern Provinces were occupied by Tamil-speaking people, including 
the Muslims. Whether the East came under the suzerainty of the Kandyan King was irrelevant. If it is relevant, then 
the fact that the Tamil King Elara wielded power over the entire Island would also become relevant. I hope you 
understand the connection.  
 
There are no terrorists who are born into this world. They are made. Mostly by persons in power and authority, the 
mighty and the powerful, due to their selfishness and insensitiveness which give rise to resistance and reaction. 
Such mighty conveniently call those unable to accept their dictatorial dictates by names. Earlier they were called 
Communists, then Fundamentalists and now Terrorists. It is the terror tactics of those in power and authority which 
creates such antagonistic opposition and hostility. Those in authority who lack humanism or who have personal and 
selfish agendas of their own take cover behind such loaded terms such as Terrorism and Terrorists.  
 
Speech made by Justice C.V. Wigneswaran, Retired Supreme Court Judge, at the Book Release of ñSenator 
Tiruchelvamôs Legacyò- a Vijitha Yapa Publication on 1 February 2008, Colombo, Sri Lanka   (Excerpt) 
 
 

BECAUSE OF THE LTTE, THE TAMILS TODAY ARE ABLE TO WALK WITH PRIDE 
 
On 16 January 2008, in a meeting held in the Grand Committee Room in the UK Parliament building, Dr. Raj 
Chandran of the UK Conservative Party stated that he is not a supporter of the LTTE, however, because of the 
LTTE, the Tamils today are able to walk with pride. 
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